
Plymouth U3A - MUD Walks
51 Heatree Round House & Grimspound: Thursday 2 June 2016
Walk Leader
John Hart

Walk Format
Approximately 4 miles open moorland, some steep bits

Locations to be visited
Heatree Round House, Grimspound, Hamel Down, Anti-Glider Poles, Berry Pound

Meeting Place
Heatree Activity Centre, Manadon TQ13 9XE, SX 727 807 10:15 for 10:30 start.

Notes
Individual cost of visiting Heatree round house will depend upon numbers

After the round house visit we will share cars to move onto Natsworthy Gate (limited parking) SX
721 802.

History
Heatree Round House

Heatree Activity Centre is owned and run by the Heathercombe Brake Trust. As a Charity it is a non-
profit making organisation and its main object is to advance the education and promote the physical,
spiritual, mental welfare and development of young people within a Christian environment and
ethos. Part of the centre’s curriculum is show how people lived in the past on Dartmoor and has
constructed a typical round house so that they can travel back in time 4,000 years and experience
life as it would have been for a family living in a round house. With a focus particularly on
sustainable development and using resources carefully, the children dress up and take part in daily
tasks such as cooking, pottery, digging, willow work and music-making.

We have been fortunate to be given a visit to the premises with a guide who will talk about the
construction of the round house and how the people lived in those times, set around the
atmosphere of a real fire. As stated above, the visit will cost around £3 per person, dependent upon
numbers.

Grimspound

The earlier Neolithic period, from about 4500 BC, witnessed a transition from a hunting and
gathering lifestyle towards a growing reliance on farming. By 2500 BC the early farmers were moving
into upland areas like Dartmoor, and settled farms and field systems were becoming commonplace.

The remains of the characteristic round houses (also known as hut circles) in which people lived can
still be seen, such settlements are a defining feature of the Dartmoor landscape.

We do not know precisely how long Grimspound was in use, but by about 1200 BC the settlement
pattern was changing. The thin moorland soils appear to have deteriorated very quickly and it also
seems that there was a change in the climate. Heavy rainfall reduced the fertility of the Dartmoor
soil, so that it could not sustain the same level of occupation.



Grimspound was excavated at the end of the 19th century by the then-newly formed Dartmoor
Exploration Committee. They excavated 16 of the houses and found numerous structures and
artefacts, including porches, paved floors, hearths, raised benches, cooking holes, charcoal, pottery
and flint. However, no organic matter which might date the site was recovered. The excavators
restored parts of the perimeter wall and some of the hut circles, although not very accurately.

The great boundary wall is about 150 metres in diameter. Averaging 3 metres thick and standing up
to 1.5 metres high, it is faced with large slabs laid in horizontal courses, with a core of smaller stones
between the two faces. However, it seems unlikely that it was intended to be defensive and was
probably simply a barrier to keep wild animals out and farmed animals in.

The site overlooks a valley to the north where there was open grazing land, but the original entrance
was on the opposite, uphill side. This imposing entrance is flanked by high walls, with a passage 1.8
metres wide which is roughly paved. A stream running through the northern half of the enclosure
would have provided an excellent, if not irregular, supply of fresh water, and may explain the
settlement’s position.

The walls of the houses within the enclosure were probably not much higher than they are now, and
covered with conical roofs of turf or thatch. A number of low rubble banks against the internal face
of the enclosure wall probably formed sheep or cattle pens. Immediately south-east of the enclosure
the remains of at least nine more houses survive, all linked to rubble banks forming part of a field
system.

RAF Memorial

At 22:50 on the 21 March 1941 a Hadley Page Hampton bomber crashed here on the way back from
a raid on German-occupied France. Hampden X3054 was one of six aircraft of 49 squadron tasked
with bombing the Keroman submarine base at Lorient in Brittany. Flying from RAF Scampton in
Lincolnshire, the aircraft took off between 18.23hrs and 22.28hrs with two aircraft bombing the
submarine pens and two dropping mines. This stone memorial commemorates the crew who died in
X3054; Pilot Officer Robert David Wilson (aged 25), Sgt Charles John Lyon (23), Sgt Ronald Branes
(22) and Sgt Leonard Ashburton Richard Ellis (23). The stone was erected at the expense of Pilot
Officer Wilson’s mother.

Anti-Glider Poles

During 1940 the threat of invasion by German forces reached fever pitch and thoughts of glider-
dropped paratroopers were such that anti-invasion measures were undertaken at considerable
expense. Such an invasion would in fact take place on the Greek island of Crete the following year.

On Hamel Down, many hundreds of 3 metre poles were erected linked together by barbed wire to
deter the landing of enemy gliders. Even today, 75 years later, a number of these weather-worn
poles have survived the ravishes of Dartmoor winters.
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